
 

Background 

The Highway 16/97 Electric 

Vehicle (EV) Network Feasibility 

Study is a community-led 

project, directed by five regional 

governments, with planning and 

implementation facilitated by 

the Community Energy 

Association. The project engages 

31 local governments from 

Kamloops to Haida Gwaii in 

order to develop an electric 

vehicle (EV) charging station 

network of over 1,900 kms. 

 

 

The project builds upon lessons learned from both Accelerate   Kootenays and Southern Alberta 

EV Collaboration, both community-driven approaches to electrifying rural areas. Check out 

www.acceleratekootenays.ca.... 

 

Project Timeline and Future Deployment 

From May 2018 to December 2019, 

this planning study will lay the 

foundation for accelerating EV 

adoption in Northern BC. This will 

include evaluating a comprehensive 

charging network of both Current 

Fast Charger (DCFC) and Level 2 

charging stations, car dealership 

outreach, and public awareness  

and education.  

QUICK FACTS

 

 

Electrifying Northern BC for EV Travel 
 

A Feasibility Study for a Highway 16/97 EV Charging Network 

 

 

http://www.acceleratekootenays.ca/


 

Individual communities will decide the best locations for EV charging 

stations based on local priorities and feasibility, the capital structure, 

the ownership and operation model, and overall project direction. 

This collaborative approach recognizes that northern BC’s rural and 

dispersed population demands customized, innovative transportation 

solutions that reflect the region’s unique geography and climate conditions. 

Integration with regional tourism marketing as well as public and car 

dealership outreach will be key components of the project.  

Northern BC EV Network Study Area 

 
Benefits of an EV Network  

The network will be designed to: 

 support local priorities 

 decrease community-wide greenhouse 

gas emissions 

 drive economic development through EV 

tourism 

 increase transportation choices for 

corridor residents and businesses and  

 reduce transportation costs and vehicle 

maintenance for new EV owners 

 



Project Partners 

The following organizations are proudly supporting the study: The Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities’ Municipal Climate Innovation Program (MCIP) and five Regional Districts - North Coast, 

Kitimat-Stikine, Bulkley-Nechako, Fraser-Fort George and Cariboo.  

The project Advisory Committee is chaired by the Community Energy Association and includes members 

from the five Regional Districts, BC Hydro and the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MoTI). 

The committee is also working closely with neighbouring Regional Districts, BC Hydro and the Ministry of 

Transportation and Infrastructure as they plan for the addition of DCFCs along Highways 16, 97 and 5. 

The study will consider BC Hydro’s proposed DCFC stations in communities and MoTI’s planned DCFC 

and possible Level 2 stations at provincial rest areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Next?  

Get involved in EV planning in your region!  

Learn more at the 2018 UBCM EV workshop for local 

government elected officials and staff… 

Monday, September 10 from 9:00 – 11:00 am 

 Meet the project team and Advisory Committee 

 Understand the basics of EV charging, vehicle types and where the market is headed in BC 

 Provide input on a draft network map for Highways 16 and 97 

 Share local knowledge and identify key sites for EV charging stations in your community 

 Register for this free workshop at https://northernbcevworkshop.eventbrite.ca 

 

Contact Us 

For more information about this project, contact Janice Keyes of the Community Energy Association at 

jkeyes@communityenergy.bc.ca or 604-628-7076, ext. 705. 
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