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    M E M O 
 

 
To:  Skeena-Queen Charlotte Regional District Board / Public 

Date   May 24, 2013 

From:  Joanne Fraser, Deputy Corporate Officer 

Subject: May 24, 2013 SQCRD Board Agenda – Late Items 

 
 
The following are late item submissions pertaining to the May 24, 2013 Regular Board meeting 
agenda.  Please insert them into the agenda package where applicable: 
 
7.0 Correspondence 
 
 7.2a Environmental Assessment Office – Initiation of Environmental   Pg 36a-b 
  Assessment For Proposed LNG Canada Export Terminal Project 
 
 7.2b Nexen Inc. – Notification of LNG Terminal and Liquefaction Facility   Pg 36c-d 
  Location Feasibility Application 
 
 7.2c City of Prince Rupert – Open House Invitation     Pg 36e-f 
 
 7.8a UBCM – Area Association Resolutions Received    Pg 52a 
 
 
In addition, please insert the following pages within the agenda, under the following: 
 
 4.2 Moresby Island Management Committee – April/May Communications Pg 12a-c 
  Report 



Late Item 7.2(a)

36a



36b



Late Item 7.2(b)

36c



36d



Late Item 7.2(c)

36e



36f



Late Item 7.8(a)

52a



 
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

DATE: May 22, 2012 

FROM: Moresby Island Management Committee 

SUBJECT: Water Metered Billing Consultation & Sandspit Community Hall Financing 

 

Introduction: 

The following issues were discussed at the April and May regular meetings of the Moresby Island Management 
Committee and require the attention of the Board. As outlined in our January Report MIMC will be reporting in this 
format on issues requiring action by the Board and on high priority issues on which MIMC wishes to update the 
Board. 

 
A) Water Metered Billing Consultation File # 2013-012 

RECOMMENDATION: 

NONE – for information only. 

BACKGROUND: 

MIMC and the RD have been discussing the possibility of metered water billing for the Sandspit Water 
System since 2010. Currently there are plans to phase in a metered fee structure in 2013/14 based on data 
and recommendations and data that MIMC sent to RD Staff in 2011 and 2012. 

In March 2013 MIMC undertook a lead role in communicating these proposed changes to the community of 
Sandspit and water system users. This report gives a short update on this process. 

Work to Date: 

2006-2011: MIMC undertook metered readings for operational purposes from meters installed when the 
system was built in 2006. 

2010-2012: MIMC analysed meter data and provided recommended fee structures based on that analysis 
and held two public consultation meetings dedicated to the topic. MIMC also began work internally on what 
regulation was required to operate the system effectively. 

March 2013: MIMC undertook a public consultation meeting on the implementation of a metered rate in 
2013/14 and mailed out a Q & A document to Sandspit Residents on the subject. 

April 1, 2013: MIMC’s Water System Operator took the base reading for metered billing. 

April 2013: MIMC undertook a second public consultation meeting on the subject. Approximately 30 
residents attended. 

May 2013: MIMC undertook an internal questionnaire to get a further understanding of what MIMC members 
though were the key principles and needs in a water regulation bylaw. 

Item 4.2
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Work Planned: 

Late May 2013: MIMC will meet and develop a document of principles and needs to assist RD staff in the 
development of a draft regulation bylaw for the System. Following the development of a draft bylaw MIMC 
would like to review the document and undertake a community consultation meeting.  

June 2013: MIMC will prepare letters to all users explaining the new fee structure, and letters to users with a 
history of high volume consumption to inform them of their past consumption, for inclusion in July’s quarterly 
water bills. 

July 1, 2013: MIMC’s water operator will do a quarterly meter read for information purposes (repeated for 
the next three quarters).  

July 1-7, 2013: MIMC will identify water users who are on track (based on first quarter readings) to consume 
over the basic water allowance in the first year and compose letters to those users for distribution in July’s 
quarterly water bills (repeated for the next three quarters along with any necessary updates). 

July 2013, October 2013, January 2014, March 2014: MIMC to hold public information meetings on the 
implementation of metered water billing, water regulations, and other water system issues. 

 
B) Sandspit Community Hall Financing File # 2013-035 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1) THAT the Board direct staff to provide a report on service establishment options/recommendations for 
the Sandspit Community Hall/Grounds to MIMC. 

2) THAT the Board authorize the MIMC to undertake consultations with the public regarding the budgetary 
needs of the Sandspit Community Hall and service development options moving forward. 

BACKGROUND: 

In 2009/2010 it was determined that the financing of the Sandspit Community Hall as a function of the 
Regional District was inappropriate considering the question of service establishment was never put to the 
Moresby Island electors in a form generally accepted by the Province.  

In 2011 the Board authorized RD staff to proceed with an alternative approval process and that process went 
ahead (along with similar processes for funding existing streetlights and increasing funding to the Sandspit 
Volunteer Fire Department) in early 2012. 

The 2012 AAP failed to receive the required approval from Moresby Island electors, largely due to a lack of 
proactive community engagement primarily in the early stages (determining the required funding) of the 
process. 

Although some funding has been provided to the Sandspit Community Hall since 2010, largely through small 
grants-in-aid, the RD has been legally unable to provide the funds necessary to operate the hall sustainably 
over the long term. 

In MIMC’s April meeting (at the request of the Sandspit Community Hall Sub-Committee) the committee 
decided that it was time to begin discussions around a process to establish a service for funding the Hall and 
it’s grounds. 

DISCUSSION: 

At this point MIMC would like to work with RD staff and the Hall Sub-committee on this issue. We feel that in 
order to avoid the problems experienced in the last process the first step needs to be public outreach and 
consultation, more specifically (1) discussing the cost of operating the hall sustainably and (2) outlining the 
options for establishing a service.  
 
Currently MIMC is working with the Hall Sub-committee on a needs budget for the hall for review by RD staff 
followed by public outreach/consultation; however, the committee requires a brief overview of available 
approval processes along with the sanction of the Board to proceed with this initial round of outreach and 
consultation. 
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MIMC understands that RD staff are extremely busy with other issues and that MIMC is better situated to 
undertake public engagement/consultation in Sandspit at this time. As such MIMC would be happy to 
assume the lead role in this process. 
 

Conclusion: 

We thank the board for their consideration of these issues; any questions should be directed to our Chair Evan 
Putterill (eputterill@gmail.com). 
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